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E-Newsletter May 27th, 2011 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbors: 
 
The end is coming. Well—the end of another rocky month in the Oregon Legislature, at least. 
And we’re starting to see the signs of “sine die,” the end of the 2011 session, approaching. 
 
This week, Ways & Means subcommittees began moving out some of the smaller state agency 
budget bills. Votes on the larger budgets won’t be far behind, as we move toward the final month 
of session. A couple of days ago, the Co-Speakers removed the 48-hour posting rule for work 
sessions. That means that from now on, committees can schedule votes on legislation with as 
little as an hour of public notice. That may sound alarming, but it is pretty normal as the process 
speeds up heading into June. It certainly makes for some hectic days around here. 
 
In this newsletter I’ll give you some updates on bills that have passed, bills that have hit 
roadblocks, and bills that are still in the works, as well as an invitation to join Jackie Dingfelder 
and me for coffee on June 4th. 
 
Finally, I want to wish you all a very happy Memorial Day weekend. Monday is officially an 
“in-district day” for us legislators, which allows us to attend parades and other commemorations 
and just spend some quality time with our families. I’m looking forward to doing exactly that, 
and hope you get to do the same! 
 
Ways and Means Education Subcommittee Hears Bills, Passes Budgets 
The subcommittee, of which I’m one of the co-vice-chairs, passed the big $5.7 billion K-12 
budget bill last month (though many of us are still working hard to get an additional allocation 
from the Education Stability Fund out to the school districts before the session ends). Now we’re 
starting to move the higher education budgets. On Wednesday we passed out the budget for 
OHSU. It’s terribly inadequate, and will result in further steep increases in tuition (OHSU is 
already among the most expensive of all public medical schools in the country), but at least we 
were able to add back some of the cuts made in the Governor’s initial budget. 
 
Most noteworthy in the OHSU budget is a restoration of several million dollars to the Child 
Development and Rehabilitation Center (CDRC), which treats many of the most challenging 
medical conditions faced by children in this state. We heard extensive, moving testimony from 
people from all over Oregon whose children have been or are being treated at the Center. We 
simply had to find the dollars to put into this program and give these kids a shot at productive 
lives. 
 
Next week we’ll be voting on the OUS budget, the Community Colleges budget, the Oregon 
Student Access Commission (state scholarship fund) budget, as well as the bills related to higher 
education reorganization (SB 242) and accountability (HB 3418). I’m also hoping for a vote on 
HB 3471, tuition waivers for former foster youth. These are all bills and budgets on which I’ve 



been working closely, and it will be a relief to get them out and to the floors. I’ll give an update 
in the next newsletter. 
 
Tuition Equity, Textbooks Still On Hold 
We have gotten the clear word that the Republican co-chair of the Rules Committee will not be 
allowing a vote on SB 742, the tuition equity bill. So, we’re doing what we can to get it to the 
House floor in another manner. We feel confident that if we can get it to the floor, we will have 
the votes to pass it. Though controversial, as is everything related to immigration in this country, 
there is a great deal of support for this bill throughout the state. Every major newspaper and most 
of the regional papers have come out in support of it, and the papers are filled with letters of 
support from educators, businesspeople, and individuals of all backgrounds. We have never 
come closer than we are today to passage. I’ll let you know more next week about the specific 
course of action that is being taken to get the bill to the floor, but in the meantime let us know if 
there’s anything you’d like to do to help. 
 
Meanwhile, the textbook affordability bill may have stalled again, despite its strong bipartisan 
support. It seems to have gotten caught up in the politics of the building that seem all too 
rampant right now. Hopefully, it will be recognized as the valuable bill that it is and be allowed 
to move forward within the next week. 
 
Bottle Bill Passes Senate, Heads to Governor 
Good news this week as the bottle bill update passed the Senate yesterday after passing the 
House a couple of weeks ago. HB 3145 will revamp the bottle bill in three ways. It will expand 
covered containers to include just about every beverage that comes in a glass, metal or plastic 
bottle, with the exception of wine, liquor, and milk (which tend to be recycled even without a 
deposit). It will shift the consumer redemption system away from being centered on in-store 
redemption sites and toward off-site redemption centers. Finally, it will put in place a mechanism 
to increase the deposit to a dime if redemption rates fall below 80% for two years in a row. These 
changes will be phased in over time, with the bill being fully implemented by 2018. Hats off to 
Representative Ben Cannon and everyone else who worked doggedly on this issue for the last 
two sessions. The Oregonian had a good article on the bottle bill passage, you can read it here. 
 
New Kicker Bills Introduced 
You’ve probably heard about the negotiations surrounding changes to Oregon’s “kicker” law. A 
bill passed this week would change the kicker mechanism from a check to a tax credit—this is a 
minor reform that will save the state money on printing and postage. But the real debate over the 
kicker has centered on efforts by many (including me) to direct the kicker into the state’s Rainy 
Day Fund. A bill that passed out of the Senate Revenue Committee and then stalled would tie 
kicker reform to a cut in capital gains taxes. For many of us, this is not an acceptable 
compromise—further, these two issues should stand on their own merits, not be put together in 
the same piece of legislation. 
 
For the stability of Oregon’s revenue system, serious kicker reform is a must. But we have to 
make sure that when we do it, we do it the right way. Often in this building, it’s tempting to 
make a deal for the sake of making a deal, but that’s not why I came to Salem. 
 



Today, House Democrats introduced two different kicker reform bills. I’m a co-sponsor of both. 
HJR 47 and HJR 48 propose a cap on the amount of kicker dollars returned to individual 
taxpayers. Under one proposal, the cap is $500 ($1,000 for joint filers), while the other caps the 
amount at $250 ($500 for joint filers). Both scenarios would not have changed the amount most 
Oregonians received in kicker money in 2001 and 2007, the last two times that the kicker 
“kicked.” On the corporate kicker side, HJR 47 returns the kicker to corporations with less than 
$5 million in Oregon sales, while HJR 48 directs all corporate kicker dollars into the Rainy Day 
fund. 
 
Both bills set a ceiling on the Rainy Day fund, after which all kicker dollars revert to taxpayers. 
Because the kicker is in the Constitution, the bills would refer the changes to the voters for the 
2012 general election. You can read the news release about these bills here for more details. 
 
Coffee with Me (and with Jackie D!) 
I’ve got a special treat for my final constituent coffee of the legislative session. On Saturday, 
June 4th, our State Senator Jackie Dingfelder will be joining me at MHCC’s Maywood Park 
campus. There is plenty of parking and coffee on-site, and I hope you’ll join us to discuss details 
of the final state budget and policy bills that are left on the table. We should have a lot to report. 
Mark your calendars and we’ll see you then! 
 
WHAT: Coffee with Michael Dembrow and Jackie Dingfelder 
 
WHEN: Saturday, June 4th from 10-11:30 AM 
 
WHERE: MHCC Maywood Park campus (corner of NE 102nd & Prescott) Room 223 (upstairs) 
 
See you on the 4th, 
 
Michael 
 


